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Dear Denville Community,

During the public comment period of the June 14th meeting, a few concerns were brought forward
about bullying related to masks. Bullying and similar behavior is something that is taken very seriously
throughout the District, and there are many ways for you to report your concerns. If you feel a student
has been bullied, please call or email a staff member or the building principal immediately. All reports
of bullying are investigated by the District and reviewed by the Board of Education. If you do not feel
comfortable directing your concerns to the principal, please contact the central administration, all
contact information is on the District website.

At the June 14th meeting, the administration reviewed the 2021-2022 reopening plan. Nearly two
hours of public comments were heard by the Board from in-person and virtual attendees. All questions
heard will be reviewed and responded to publicly by the Board at our next meeting Monday, June 28th
at 7:30 p.m. in Town Hall. If you still have a comment, question, or concern to bring to the Board,
please submit via email to lwagner@denville.org by 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, June 23rd, your comments
will be included in the follow-up presentation on June 28th.

Please review Dr. Forte’s end-of-the-year message found here. I have been a proud resident of Denville
for nearly seventeen years, but I was ashamed of the bullying, name-calling, and disobedience that
occurred during the Board of Education meeting held on June 14th. I hope the lapse in judgement by a
few members of the public does not overshadow the good work of the award recipients who were
honored at the ceremony. I also hope the community can agree while we have differences of opinion,
civility is not something that should be abandoned. We hold the students to this standard everyday they
attend school. As adults we should, at a minimum, be able to model this behavior while attending a
public meeting. Please be reminded that bullying, name-calling, and other disorderly conduct will not
be tolerated. If you cannot conduct yourself accordingly, you will be asked to leave. The student of the
year award recipient, Riverview second grader Anderson Immitt, said it best as she received her award
at the same meeting, when she stated, “Always be kind, it brings a smile to other peoples’ faces, so you
can make them kind too.”

Sincerely,

Laura Wagner
President
Denville Board of Education
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